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Donation Information 
 

 

What Is The Mission Of The Thousand Islands Boat Museum? 
The Mission of the Thousand Islands Boat Museum is to acquire, maintain, restore and preserve 

watercraft, documents and marine artifacts of the 1000 Islands region with a view to having them 

available for viewing and educational purposes. 

 

The vision of the Thousand Islands Boat Museum is to bring the heritage of the St. Lawrence River, 

the 1000 Islands, and the magic spirit of the region to life. 

 

 

What Kinds Of Boats Does The Museum Collect? 
The Museum is interested in possible donations or artifacts for any kind of boat relating to its 

mission. The collection already contains a range of types that includes canoes, runabouts, and skiffs. 

 

 

How Many Boats Are In The Museum Collection? 
The Museum presently has 34 boats in its permanent collection. 

 

 

Does The Museum Only Collect Wooden Boats? 
No. The Museum is interested in boats constructed of a wide variety of materials, so long as they 

relate to its mission. 

 

 

Does The Museum Only Collect Old Boats? 
Generally speaking, the Museum collects boats from the earliest days of pleasure boating in the 

mid‐19th century until approximately 40 years before the present. However, the Museum is also 

interested in newer boats and engines that are seaworthy and can be added to the in‐water fleet. 

 

 

What Else Does The Thousand Islands Boat Museum Collect Besides Boats? 
Library and archival materials (books, magazines, sales literature, engine and service manuals, plans, 

photographs); 

 

 Inboard and outboard engines and motors; 

 Historic boatbuilding tools, equipment, molds, patterns and equipment; 

 Boat hardware and accessories; 
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 Boats and marine equipment for use on the water, particularly for the sailing and livery 

programs; 

 Tools, materials and equipment for the boatbuilding school; 

 Gifts of cash, stock, real property or other financial contributions. Please contact the 

Museum. 

 

 

What Is The Process To Follow To Donate A Boat To The Museum? 
The donor writes to the Museum to propose making the gift. The letter should describe the boat and 

its history in as much detail as possible and include photographs, preferably both recent and 

historic. Donation offers should be directed to Susanne Richter, Executive Director, Thousand 

Islands Boat Museum, 125 Water Street, Gananoque, ON, K7G 3E3. 

 

 The prospective donor must first acknowledge and sign this document to ensure that both 

parties understand clearly what may or may not be done with the donation. 

 The Museum may secure an appraisal from an appraiser acceptable to CRA (Canada 

Revenue Agency). 

 The proposed donation is then reviewed by the Museum’s Collections Committee to see 

whether it is suitable for the permanent collection. 

 If the decision of the Committee is to accept the donation, a formal "Deed of Gift" is 

prepared by the museum for the donor's signature. 

 Upon receipt of the gift and the signed "Deed of Gift", the museum will issue an official tax 

receipt as prescribed by CRA for the purposes of Canadian tax relief. 

 

 

What Is My Boat Worth? 
The value of donated boats and other items must be established by a written appraisal from a 

qualified third party not associated with either the Museum or the donor.  

 

 

How Do I Find Out How Much My Boat Is Worth? 
Yacht and boat brokers, marine surveyors and boat restorers in your own area may also be willing 

to establish a value for your boat, usually for a fee. 

 

 

Will Donating A Boat To The Museum Help Reduce My Income Tax? 
You should consult your accountant or tax advisor regarding the potential financial benefits to be 

gained by donating your boat to the Museum. 

 
 
My Boat Is Fully Restored And Won An Award At A Recent Antique Boat Show. Won’t The 
Museum Automatically Accept It? 
The Museum takes many factors into account when evaluating proposed donations as well as the 

boat’s restoration, including the age, rarity, condition and amount of original material left in the 

boat, along with its history and what other similar boats may already be in the permanent collection. 
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How Long Will It Take To Complete The Donation Process? 
The Collections Committee meets at least four times per year to evaluate proposed donations. A 

donation can take at least one to six months to complete from the time it is first proposed. 

 

 

If The Museum Doesn’t Want My Boat, Is There Someone Else Who Does? 
The Museum’s Curatorial staff can work with you to explore other donation options. 

 

 

Can I Attach Conditions To My Donation? 
No. The Museum’s policy is to decline donations with conditions, for example that the boat be on 

permanent display, or that it never be used in the water. 

 

 

Can I Donate A Boat For The Museum To Sell To Raise Money? 
Yes. Donations of boats for resale should be proposed in the same manner as donations for the 

permanent collection, as outlined above. The cover letter should indicate that the boat is to be 

considered for resale to benefit the Museum. 

 

 

What Will The Museum Do With My Boat After It Is Acquired? 
 

 Place it on short‐term exhibit as a New Acquisition; or 

 Incorporate it into a new exhibit or program; or 

 Restore it for use in programming; or 

 Place it into the in‐water fleet; or 

 Place it in storage for research and use in future exhibits.  

 

 

Will my boat always be on display after it is donated? 
 

 It is unlikely that a particular boat will always be on display. 

 Display is only one of the uses for boats in the Museum’s collection. 

 At any one time, the Museum has approximately 40% to 50% of its boat collection on display. 

As new exhibits are developed, some boats now on display may be rotated back to storage 

and others brought out for exhibit. Boats on display may also be moved between different 

exhibits and buildings. 

 

 

Will The Museum Keep My Boat Forever After I Donate It? 
At the time of donation, the Museum assumes that every artifact added to its collection will be there 

permanently. For this reason, the Museum carefully evaluates new donations before deciding to 

accept them. 

 

 Circumstances may arise in the future which would make it best to dispose of an artifact 

from the collection. These might include the acquisition of another similar or identical boat 

in better condition, or a change in the Museum’s collecting priorities. 



 
4 

 

 In this case, the Museum undertakes a formal legal process known as “de‐accessioning.” 

 If the boat is not accepted by another non‐profit institution, it will be sold. 

 

 

Does The Museum Ever Purchase Boats For Its Permanent Collection? 
With very few exceptions, the Museum’s permanent collection grows only through donations. 

 

 

Will The Museum Restore My Boat? 
Depending on how and when the Museum exhibits or makes use of the boat, it may be partially or 

completely restored. However, the Museum does not necessarily restore all of the boats in its 

collection, nor is it necessary that a boat be in show‐winning condition for it to be accepted by the 

Museum. 

 

 

Should I Restore My Boat Before I Donate It To The Museum? 
If you are interested in donating your boat, please consult with the Museum’s Curator before 

undertaking any repair or restoration work. 

 

 

 

I have read and understand the above information and would like to donate my boat to The 

Thousand Islands Boat Museum collection. 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Name (printed) 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Name (signature) 

_____________________________________________ 

Date (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Witness (signature) 

 


